PET FOOD RECALL

WHAT TO DO?
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Unless you’ve been on a deserted island recently, you’ve more than likely heard of the massive pet food recall and the many companies and labels affected.  Proportionally, the number of deaths are not tremendously significant considering all the millions of pets in the United States; but try telling that to the ones who lost their beloved pets.  The facts slowly coming to light, murky as they are, are somewhat disturbing.  In light of the current scrutiny towards pet food companies and producers, something good will come out of it - hopefully better regulation of quality and ingredients; forcing manufacturers to raise production standards; and better consumer awareness.  That being said, we live in a time where it is much easier to educate ourselves via the Internet.  Most of us have this option at our fingertips.  And much of the information gleaned from Internet research is verifiable.  Sometimes, too much information can be confusing but good common sense can help you choose good food for your pet.  

In case you didn’t know, many pet food companies are a very small part of a bigger corporation.  Specifically, Iams & Eukanuba is owned by Procter & Gamble, Hill’s Science Diet is owned by Colgate-Palmolive, and Mars makes Pedigree; so the same company that makes M&M’s candy makes your pet’s food.  It goes on and on.  Do your research and make an informed decision as to whether a company knows pet food, then stick with those whose focus is pet food and who use quality ingredients.  Research them online, call them, request literature and samples, and ask questions.  Many smaller pet food manufacturers are individually owned and quality is number one.  Find out what they stand for in terms of testing animals, ethics, and philanthropy.  Many pet food companies started out small and quality mattered.  Then they were sold to giant corporations and they simply became a category where the bottom line is more important than what goes in the bag or container.  You can make smarter nutrition decisions for you, your family, and your pets by simply reading the label, using common sense, and insisting on quality.  

